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GOP defends Trump 
as Bolton book adds 
more trial pressure 


BY ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE MILLER 
AND LISA MASCARO 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Pressure increased Monday 
on senators to call John Bolton 
to testify at President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
even as defense lawyers 
brushed past extraordinary new 
allegations from Trump’s form- 
er national security adviser and 
made legal and historical argu- 
ments for acquittal. 

The president’s legal team 
resumed its presentation as 
Republicans grappled with 
claims in a forthcoming book 


from Bolton that undercut a key 
defense argument - that Trump 
never tied withholding military 
aid to Ukraine to his demand 
the country help investigate 
political rival Joe Biden. 

The attorneys did not make 
any direct reference to revela- 
tions about Bolton’s book draft 
as they opened arguments, 
though one did appear to take 
an oblique swipe. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly 
available information,” said 
attorney Jay Sekulow. “We do 
not deal with speculation, alle- 
gations that are not based on 
evidentiary standards at all.” 


Ken Starr, the former inde- 
pendent counsel whose investi- 
gation into President Bill Clin- 
ton resulted in his impeach- 
ment, bemoaned what he said 
was an “age of impeachment.” 

Impeachment, he said, re- 
quires both an actual crime and 
a “genuine national consensus” 
that the president must go. Nei- 
ther exists here, Starr said. 

Impeachment is “filled with 
acrimony and divides the coun- 


try like nothing else,” Starr said, 


adding, “Those of who lived 
through the Clinton impeach- 
ment understand that - and 
indeed in a personal way.” 
Even as defense lawyers laid 


ERIN SCHAFF NYT file 


According to an unpublished 
manuscript of a book that former 
national security adviser John 
Bolton wrote about his time in 
the White House, President 
Donald Trump directly tied the 
withholding of almost $400 
million in American security aid 
to investigations that he sought 
from Ukrainian officials. 


out their case, it was clear Bol- 
ton’s book has scrambled the 
debate over whether to seek 
witnesses. In it, Bolton writes 
that Trump told him he wanted 
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NC towns grapple with the realities 
of climate change, floods 


ADAM WAGNER News & Observer 


The Icehouse restaurant in Swansboro was demolished after heavy damage from Hurricane Florence. The restaurant’s owner plans to spend 
more than $2 million rebuilding the structure and elevating it. 


BY ADAM WAGNER 
awagner@newsobserver.com 


SWANSBORO 

Peering past the flowers, 
hearts and Valentine’s Day gifts 
on display at downtown Swans- 
boro’s Through The Looking 
Glass, a visitor can still see signs 
of the flood from 2018’s Hurri- 
cane Florence. 

A gap in the historic molding 
next to the door, for instance, 
sits exactly four feet off the 
ground, indicating where own- 
ers David Pinsky and Hal Silver 
cut away sodden sheet rock and 
tore out damp insulation. And 
the floors are painted concrete 
now because it is easier, David 
Pinsky said, to wash down and 
repaint concrete than to tear out 
wet carpet. 

“We’re back open and doing 
like we should, but still that’s a 
lot to recover and a lot to re- 


ADAM WAGNER News & Observer 


A dock behind a South Water Street house in Swansboro has not 
been repaired since its slats were washed away by Hurricane 
Florence. Experts identified the street as vulnerable to flooding 
during an analysis conducted as part of the town’s land use plan. 


coup,” Pinsky said. The store is 
still trying to replace about 
$30,000 in inventory it lost 


during the flood, he said. 
Much of Swansboro’s Flo- 
rence-related damage came 


after relentless winds damaged 
roofs, leaving structures unable 
to keep out the 30 inches of 
rain. Through The Looking 
Glass and other businesses in 
Swansboro’s historic downtown 
area, though, suffered signif- 
icant flooding from the White 
Oak River: The riverside loca- 
tion that once made the Onslow 
County town famous for its 
shipbuilding and fishing indust- 
ries could become increasingly 
precarious in a world where sea 
levels are projected to rise one 
to eight feet by century’s end, 
depending on efforts to curb 
emissions. 

While cities like Charleston, 
S.C., and Norfolk, Va., have 
resilience officers and mapped- 
out strategies to protect against 
rising waters, North Carolina’s 
coast and inland areas most 
vulnerable to river flooding tend 
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Community 
supports 
victim of 
attempted 
lynching 


BY ASHAD HAJELA 
ahajela@newsobserver.com 


APEX 

Lynn Council survived an 
attempted lynching and now 
is being forced to move out of 
his house of 61 years. 

Recently the federal gov- 
ernment told him it wants its 
money back. 

In 1952, Lynn Council, now 
87 years old, was arrested for 
a robbery he did not commit. 
When he was in jail, two dep- 
uties took him to the woods 
behind what is now Ten Ten 
Road and hanged him from 
an oak tree when he would 
not confess. Council survived. 

He is now being forced to 
pay back a $20,000 federal 
loan given to low-income 
elders for home repairs about 
20 years ago because he is 
moving out of his old house. 

But Council is only moving 
out because the state is buy- 
ing his property for a Depart- 
ment of Transportation pro- 
ject to widen Interstate 540. 

The loan requires recipients 
to pay the money back if they 
move and sell their home. If 
they die in their home, their 
family has to pay off the loan. 

Gerald Givens, president of 
the NAACP Raleigh-Apex 
branch, and local attorney 
Paul Stam argued unsuccess- 
fully that Council should get 
more time to pay because the 
state was forcing him to 
move. 

But help came another way 
with a GoFundMe page set up 
by Garrett Raczek, who ran 
for Holly Springs Town Coun- 
cil in 2019. 

The campaign had raised 
more than $18,000 as of 
Monday afternoon with more 
than 500 donors. 

Council, who will live at his 
new house with his daughter, 
is grateful. 

“Everything y’all did, I 
appreciate it with my heart,” 
he said. 

“Everybody worked hard 
on social media, everybody 
that knew somebody who 
would help out,” Givens said. 
“T’m so proud of our commu- 
nity coming together for such 
a worthy cause.” 

Council is set to sign the 
deed for his new house Tues- 
day. He must move out of his 
old one by Feb. 18. He wanted 
a ranch-style house with three 
bedrooms located in Apex so 
that he could be close to 
church, said his realtor, Ren- 
isha Battle. 
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JULIA WALL jwall@newsobserver.com 


In 1952, sheriff’s deputies tried 
to lynch Lynn Council so he 
would confess to a crime that 
he didn’t commit. Sheriff 
Gerald Baker has officially 
apologized to Council on 
behalf of the sheriff’s office for 
the incident. 
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